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Getting Your First Book Published:  The Ten Commandments

I suspect like others I have stumbled into the writing life without clarity or direction yet experiencing confidence that it was part of God’s plan and purpose for my life.  

“Have you always been a writer?”  I am frequently asked this question.

I pause before answering, as light smile working its way across my face.

“Well, if you mean did I study English or Journalism in college, the answer is no, but if you are asking me if I have a story to share then the answer is yes.” This is followed by further surprise that my first writing contract was actually for a book, not an article.  

So what made the difference?  Several things, including wisdom and guidance gleaned from others which I have assembled as The Ten Commandments of Getting Your First Book Published.
1. Thou shalt pray and be still long enough to hear God’s voice.

Commit your writing to God and listen for His voice; ask for his guidance.  Are you His scribe, or are you writing for self serving purposes?  Creativity can be a double edged sword; the more ideas that swirl around in your head, the harder it is to discern which ideas are the ones God wants you to develop and run with. Listen to His ideas and put your agenda on the back burner.  Developing the humble attitude of a scribe requires discipline and prayer.

2. Thou shalt do thy homework and be thoroughly prepared.
I clearly remember the first writer’s conference I attended.  I was fairly confident – until I walked into the first session and realized I knew less than nothing about the writing world and process and what I thought was a proposal wasn’t even close.  I spent the rest of my weekend feeling totally out of place and bewildered. I didn’t speak to editors because I wasn’t prepared.

Do your homework! Know how to compose a gripping query letter that just jumps off the page and draws the editor in. Know what the different publishers are looking for; read up and match your talents with their time.  Follow the formatting rules and pay attention to details. 

3. Thou shalt cultivate patience.
Patience. Ugh.  It is just part of the cruel reality of being a writer; one needs to cultivate patience.  I have to admit that I hate praying for patience because it usually means everything will end up unraveling and the process becomes just a little bit harder…But patience is part of the discipline of the writing  life, part of pitching, waiting, revising, waiting, rejections, waiting, and did I mention waiting?  But the lessons I have learned about the publishing process and more importantly about God and His purposes for my writing through the cultivation of patience is huge.
4. Thou shalt not become a doom nay sayer.
If I had a dime for every negative comment someone shared with me about me about my impossible dream of writing, it would have exceeded my advance for my first book.  Don’t listen to all the negative comments.  And don’t join in the conversation yourself! 
“It will never happen.” 

“What are you, nuts?  Do you know how difficult it is to get a book published?”

“That doesn’t sound like a book idea to me, possibly an article, but not a book…”

Don’t become one of those voices either out loud or inside your head.
5. Thou shalt follow your heart and not allow anyone to extinguish your dreams by throwing cold water all over them.
If you really, really have a passion, an overwhelming burning desire to write and share your story and you believe God is prompting you to share your message, persevere.  Follow your heart and your dreams but bolster them with committed hard work in doing a thorough market analysis and securing endorsements for your project.

6. Thou shalt be a perpetual student.
Always, always avail yourself of opportunities to learn. Go to writer’s conferences, attend workshops and join a critique group.  Be a reader.  Download audio books to an MP3 player so you can read by listening. Subscribe to newsletters and Writer’s Digest; it will help you become more professional and rise to the top of the pile, slush or otherwise!
7. Thou shalt be persistent, as persistent as a two year old.
Keep going. Keep plugging away.  Combine the tenacity of a two year old who  has just mastered the word “no” with the persistent approach of the new testament widow who wouldn’t take no for an answer.  Keep submitting, and if you are fortunate enough to get feedback then use it!  Incorporate those suggestions before resubmitting your work.  
8. Though shalt listen to words of support and encouragement and know where to get 
some if you are running out.

Make sure you have a support network.  Do you have writing buddies who will encourage (and critique) you? What about a good friend who will listen to you whine?  It doesn’t always matter who it is as long as you have someone who will pat you on the back, cheer for you from the sidelines, read your stuff and be an encouragement.  We all speak the love language of affirmation.
9. Thou shalt consider getting an agent.
If your patience fruit (the one you prayed for earlier…) is threatening to fall off the tree, rot and become maggot infested, it may be time to consider getting an agent.  Enter into this decision with prayer and discernment.  Agents can be your advocate and get your manuscript through doors that otherwise may stay shut.
10. Thou shalt write, write, and write some more.
OK, OK.  We have all heard it before; there is no substitute for writing if you are a writer.  Set the timer and go, even if it is only 20 minutes between loads of laundry and pre-school pick up or a paragraph between clients.  There is an element of sacrifice to the writing life. So initially don’t get hung up on perfect punctuation, grammar or words, just get them out on the page.
Don’t be a writer who sits on the sidelines watching others.  Get going write now, and be a part of God’s communication team and watch your words take the form of a printed book.
